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CHRISTMAS 


HAT a jolly time Christmas is! There is so much to look forward to. We shall 
have lots of fun decorating the Christmas tree and there will be parties and 
pantomimes and circuses and, most important, it will be so exciting opening 


all those lovely presents. 


But this is the time when we remember how God gave us the best present of 
all when He sent us His Son. It is the birthday of Jesus and that is really why we are 
so happy. 


When we are given presents we always say “thank you.” And we must not forget 
to say “thank you” to God for the wonderful gift of His Son. The very best way to 
thank God is to go to Mass and the word “Christmas” is really “‘Christmass”. That is 


why the Church expects us to go to Mass just as we always do on a Sunday. 


Make sure to go, and when you see the priest lift up the Host and you know that 


Jesus is there say a big “thank you” to Him for coming to us. 
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BETHLEHEM 


ESUS was born in the town of Bethlehem. It was a very important place because 
the great King David was born there. That is why it is called the “City of David”. 


Now, Mary and Joseph belonged to the town of Bethlehem and when the King 
gave orders that all the people in his land were to be counted he said that they were 


all to go back to their own town. So Mary and Joseph had to go to Bethlehem. 


But when they got there, there were so many people there that they could not 
find anywhere to stay. How tired they must have been after their long journey. They 
tried an inn only to find that it was full up and in the end the only place they could 


find was a stable. At least it was dry and warm even though it was not very comfortable. 


That night in the stable Jesus was born. He did not have a nice soft bed like 


yours with sheets and blankets and a pillow. He had to sleep in a manger on the hay. 


Read S. Luke’s Gospel, Chapter 2, verses | to 7. 


. Sea 
= 


ook aM 


& 
Z 


Pipe 
i | i aa 
; “t > 
Sa 


| 


| 


THE ANGELS AND THE SHEPHERDS 


HAT night out on the hills there were some shepherds looking after their sheep. 
They had no idea that anything wonderful was happening until, quite suddenly, 
everything became very bright and they saw an angel looking at them. 


Do you know what an angel is? He is a messenger of God. There are lots of 
different kinds of angels in heaven and sometimes God sends them to earth with a 
special message. If you suddenly saw one you would probably be a bit frightened at 
first just like the shepherds were. 


Then the angel told them not to be afraid because he had come to give them 
some good news. He told them how Jesus had been born in Bethlehem and where they 
could find Him. Then they saw a lot more angels all praising God and saying “Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will towards men.” What a 
marvellous sight it must have been. 


When we are at Mass we sing something like that when we sing the “Gloria” 
and, although we cannot see them we know we are joining in with “angels and arch- 
angels and with all the company of heaven” in their worship of God. 


Read S. Luke’s Gospel, Chapter 2, verses 8 to 14. 


THE SHEPHERDS WORSHIP JESUS 


HEN the angels had gone back into heaven, the shepherds decided to hurry off 
to Bethlehem and see the place where Jesus was. So off they went and soon 
found the stable and there, just as the angel had said, they saw the Baby 

Jesus asleep on the hay. Watching over Him was Mary His Mother, and Joseph. 


In church we have a crib made to look like that stable at Bethlehem. It is not 
just something pretty for us to look at, but it is there to help us to remember how 
Jesus came to us as a tiny baby. We should kneel down and try to think how good 
and obedient He was and ask Him to make us good and obedient too, like we sing 
in the hymn “Once in Royal David’s City”’. 


“Christian children all must be 
Mild, obedient, good as He.” 


The shepherds were so excited about what they had seen that they went around 
telling all the people they met. Do you tell all your friends about Jesus and try to get 
them to love Him like you do? If you have friends who do not go to church, 
perhaps you can take them in to see the crib at Christmas and then they might want 
to come again. 


Read S. Luke’s Gospel, Chapter 2, verses 15 to 20. 


THE WISE MEN WORSHIP JESUS 


OME time after the shepherds had been to worship Jesus, some more visitors 

came to the stable. They had travelled ever such a long way and had followed 

a strange star. This led them first to Jerusalem, to the palace of King Herod. 

They knew that Jesus was a King and they expected to find Him there, but they were 
surprised when they were told that He was not there. 


King Herod asked his priests who knew all about the Bible, where God had 
said His Son was to be born. They told him that Bethlehem was the place. So Herod 
sent the wise men off to find Him, and asked them to come back and tell him where 
He was, so that he could go and worship Him, too. 


So off they set, and found Jesus in the stable, with Mary and Joseph. They 
knelt down and worshipped Him and then opened the presents they had brought. 
Do you know what they were? Read the story in S. Matthew’s Gospel, Chapter 2, 
verses 1 to 12. 

They did not go back to Herod after, because an angel warned them that he did 
not really want to womanip Jesus. He wanted to kill Him if he could, because he was 
jealous. 

We think of the Wise Men’s visit on January 6th which is called the Feast of the 
Epiphany. That is a funny word, isn’t it? It means “showing forth” because Jesus was 
shown to them. It is another day when we ought to go to Mass. 
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SOME QUESTIONS TO ANSWER 


What is the best way to thank God for sending us His Son? 

Where is the City of David? 

What is an angel? 

What do we have in church at Christmas to remind us of the birth of Jesus? 
Where did the wise men go first before they found Jesus? 

What presents did they bring? 

Did they go back to Herod afterward s? 

What is the Feast Day when the Church remembers the coming of the wise men? 
What date is it on? 


Why did King Herod want to know where Jesus was? 


